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AutoCAD 2016: Restoring the Classic Workspace

AutoCAD 2016

With the newer releases of AutoCAD (2015 onwards), some users may have noticed the removal of the “AutoCAD Classic”
Workspace. This white paper guides you through how to restore a “Classic” style workspace. In addition | have also included a
series of extra steps, to return some of the older AutoCAD styles and behaviour to the newer versions. These have been
gathered directly from the support questions asked by our customers, and feedback from users of the previous versions.

Set Up the Workspace

So to start save your current workspace as, and give this a name (“Classic” for example). This will ensure you can always revert
to the standard, if anything happens:
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Draw - Workspace Settings.. Save Current As... Annotation «

Drawing1* Customize...
Press F1 for more help
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Make sure you set the Workspace Settings to save changes:

My Workspace = Drafting & Annotation

Menu Display and Order

[+|Drafting & Annotation Move Up
[+]30 Basics

[+]30 Modeling Move Down

Add Separator

When Switching Workspaces

() Do notsave changes to workspace

(®) Automatically save workspace changes

Cancel
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Next “Show Menu Bar”:

Home Insert Annotate Parametric  View Manage {Customize Quick Access Toolbar er Tools  Express Tools
/-- —:) . J/”"_ m - +:+ Move o Rotate - Tri ¥ New | . gE
: " : @ - b Ci Mi Fill + Open ol
Line Polyline Circle Arc e Copy A\ Miror ‘@ Fi

u u ]_il‘ © a Stretch @l Scale :: AnfiEElE Properties ¢ %

Draw ~ Modify ~ s
v Plot

Start Drawing1*
v Undo

[~][Tep][2D Wireframe]
v Redo
" Workspace
Match Properties
Batch Plot
Plot Preview
Properties

Sheet Set Manager

Render

Maore Commands...
Show Menu Bar

Show Below the Ribby Show Menu Bar

Press F1 for more help

Enable the Toolbars

In the command line type RIBBONCLOSE:

Command: *Cancel*®
Command: *Cancel*

‘#= RIBBONCLOSE = @«
29t N > - RIBBONCLOSE
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Finally turn on the toolbars. This can be done from the Menu Bar:

g = = mI S e - & - Y Classic

.

File Edit  View Insert Format Tools  Draw  Dimension  Modify  Parametric  Window  Help  Express
3D MNavigation

St Swing 1F Workspaces
Start Drawing1 P Array Edit

Palettes

g Al Toolb
Toolbars AutoCAD » C:;)";tood acrl
Command Line Ctrl+9 AUTOCADRASTERDESIGN > andards
Clean Screen Ctrl+0 AutodeskSeek 5 Camera Adjustment
Dimension
opeling SXPRESS " Dimensional Constraints
Quick Select... VEHICLETRACKING »

| Draw
Draw Order 4
Draw Order
Isolate 4 3
A Draw Order, Annotation to Fr
Innning 3

The default ticked items from the 2014 Classic Workspace are:
Draw

Draw Order

Layers

Modify

Properties

Standard

Styles

If you have AutoCAD Mechanical or wish to enable all of the toolbars use the alternative method below.

Enter —-TOOLBAR into the command line and select ALL, and then SHOW:

> @8N (- _TOOLBAR Enter toolbar name or [ALL]: ALL

2770.4457, -407.2943, 0.0000 MODEL

Then you can close the toolbars you do not require.
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This now gives you your toolbars back:

- 'I:I'Classic
File' Edit  View Insert Format Tools Draw  Dimension Modify  Parametric  Window  Help Express
Start Drawing1* --
EBE T ERE@YEAER o - velh e BEF228 0 AR

[-1[Top][20 Wireframe]

Continue for additional settings...
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Additional Settings

Below are some further steps that you may want to change, to get the feel of the older versions of AutoCAD.

In the OPTIONS menu, under the Display tab, set the colour scheme, scroll bars, and Layout/Model Tabs:

Current profile: <<Unnamed Profile>>

f™  Current drawing: Drawingl.dwg

Files | Display |Open and Save | Plot and Publish | System | User Preferences | Drafting | 3D Modeling | Selection | Profiles | Onlinel

Window Elements

Color scheme: |§|-i9ht

v

Display scroll bars in drawing window
play g
[ ]Use large buttons for Toolbars
Resize ribbon icons to standard sizes
Show ToolTips
p
Show shortcut keys in ToolTips
[¢| Show extended ToolTips
Mumber of seconds to delay

Show rollover ToolTips
vl p
[#] Display File Tabs

| Colors... | |

Layout elements
Display Layout and Model tabs
[#] Display printable area
[#] Display paper background
[#| Display paper shadow
[ ]Show Page Setup Manager for new layouts
Create viewportin new layouts

Display resolution
Arc and circle smoothness
Segments in a polyline curve
Rendered object smoothness

) Contour lines per surface

Display performance
DEan and zoom with raster & OLE
Highlight rasterimage frame only
[#] Apply solid fil
[ ] showtext boundary frame anly
[ ] Draw true silhouettes for solids and surfaces

Crosshair size

i

Fade control
Xref display

| i

In-place edit and annotative representations

]
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Some users do not want to use the new “lasso” selection method introduced in 2015. This can be turned off by going to the
OPTIONS menu, Selection Tab, and untick “Allow press and drag for Lasso”:

Current profile: <<lUnnamed Profiles> E, Current drawing: DOrawing1.dwg

| Files | Displayl Open and Save | Plot and Publish | System | User Preferences | Drafting |3D Madeling |SE|95110"| Profiles | Online|

Pickbox size Grip size

i i

Selection modes Grips
[+] Nounjverb selection ‘ Grip Colors...

[ ]Use Shiftto add to selection Show grips
[+*] Object grouping [ ] show grips within blocks

DAssociatige Hatch Show grip tips
[*]Impliad windowing

[+] Show dynamic grip menu
[T]Allow press and drag on object

[v] Allow Ctri+cycling behavior
Allow press and drag for Lasso

Show single grip on groups
Show bounding box on groups

Object selection limit for display of grips
Object limit for Properties palette
Preview

Selection effect color: Selection preview
|. Default When a command is active
ﬂhen no command is active

Window selection method:

|Bm‘h - Automatic detection

Ribbon options

‘ Visual Effect Settings...
| Contextual Tab States... [] Command preview
[+] Property preview

0K ‘ | Cancel ‘ |

You can also turn this off in the command line, setting the PICKAUTO system variable to 3.

b
. www.cadline.co.uk D 01784 419 922 # sales@cadline.co.uk ca d ll n e



¢~ White Paper

Reference: jd-wp May 2015
Guide by Justin Doughty

Page 8 of 8

Some users don’t like the visual display of linework in 2016, this can be changed by the following commands.

Turn off the high quality geometry, HQGEOM system variable to O:

Command: HQGEOM

S9N - HQGEOM Enter new value for HQGEOM <1>: @

And Turn off LINESMOOTHING:

Command: LINESMOOTHING
';XI~\ .~ LINESMOOTHING Enter new value for LINESMOOTHING <ON>: OFF

These can also be unticked in the Graphics Performance:

Hardware Setup
Video Card: NVIDIA Quadro K2000M

Driver Version: 9.18.13.3221 Virtual Device: DirectX 11

Effects Settings

Hardware Acceleration m

Disable hardware acceleration only if you are experiencing
graphics issues or have an incompatible video card.

High quality geometry (for capable devices)
Renders curves and lineweights in high guality and improves anti-aliasing
performance in 2D wireframe.

Smooth line display
Removes the jagged effect on the display of diagonal lines and curved
edges in 2D wireframe.

Advanced material effects
Increases details and realism of certain matenials applied to 3D surfaces.

Full shadow display
Displays 3D object shadows in the viewport.

Per-pixel lighting (Phong)
Increases details and realism when working with 3D objects and lighting
effects.

Uncompressed textures
Uses more video memory to display better quality textures.

| Restore Defaults | | Tuner Log | OK || Cancel H

All of these steps are given to make AutoCAD 2016 behave and feel like a 2012-2014 version, so you can continue working as
you are used to in your previous versions. However we would always recommend that the Ribbon and new interface is learnt at
your leisure as it provides a faster and more intuitive workflow in AutoCAD.
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